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lasted only part of a day, it formed a stratum
many feet in thickness." As to this, Mr. Bakewell
has calculated that at the very moderate rate of a
foot a month for the chalk formation, it would re-
quire not more than a period of ninety years to
form a mass of chalk beds, one thousand feet in
thickness. And when we consider the thousands
of extinct volcanoes that existed and were in active
operation at all points of the earth's surface, cover-
ing all varieties of mineral matter, it is amazing how
any other theory as to the formation of the strata
could ever have been thought of, much less been
accepted as rational and satisfactory. The for-
mation of the earth's strata was unquestionably
subsequent to the time when the chemical com-
binations found in them took place. Silex, iron,
alumina, potash, soda, lime, and all primitive
mineral elements must have been treasured up in
vast masses, in such positions and relations that,
when reached by aqueous and electric agencies,
the results were rending by the earthquake and
fierce chemical combustion beneath the bases of
Etna, Vesuvius, and all other cones of volcanic
character.

It would, indeed, be tedious but easy to show
in detail how all the phenomena of the strata
might have been, could have been, and therefore
were inlaid by the agencies referred to, during
the first two thousand years of the Mosaic his-
tory.

"The country around Baku," says De la Beche, "would ap-
pear instructive, not only as respects the emanation of inflam-
mable gas, but also with regard to the production of one class of